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The COMMITTEE ON JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY, Standing Committee of 

Berkeley County Council, met on Monday, August 13, 2001, in the Assembly Room of the 
Berkeley County Office Building, 223 North Live Oak Drive, Moncks Corner, South Carolina, at 
6:05 p.m. 

 
PRESENT: Mr. Milton Farley, Councilmember District No. 1, Chairman; Mrs. Judith K. 

Spooner, Councilmember District No 2; Mr. William E. Crosby, Councilmember District No. 3; 
Mr. Charles E. Davis, Councilmember District No. 4; Mr. Steve M. Vaughn, Councilmember 
District No. 5; Mrs. Judy C. Mims, Councilmember District No. 6; Mr. Caldwell Pinckney, Jr., 
Councilmember District No. 7; Mr. Henry L. Richardson, Jr., Councilmember District No. 8; Mr. 
James H. Rozier, Jr., Supervisor ex officio; Mr. Mark D. Stokes, County Attorney.  

 
The requirements of the Freedom of Information Act have been complied with by posting 

the time, date, place and copy of Agenda of this Committee meeting of Berkeley County Council 
at the entrance to the Berkeley County Office Building, 223 N. Live Oak Drive, Moncks Corner, 
South Carolina, and a copy of such notice was mailed to all Councilmembers and the News 
media. 

 
Chairman Farley called the meeting to order and welcomed Mr. Jim Rozier back from his 

extended absence.  Council Member Pinckney led the Committee in Prayer.   
 
Mr. Rozier took time to thank everyone for the prayers and concerns.  He said, “I 

honestly think that is what pulled me through.” 
 
Chairman Farley requested a motion to enter into Executive Session to discuss matters 

relating to the receipt of legal advice where the legal advice relates to the discussion of 
employment, appointment, compensation, promotion, demotion, discipline, or release of an 
employee, a student, or a person regulated by a public body or the appointment of a person to a 
public body. 
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It was moved by Council Member Spooner and seconded by Council Member Vaughn to 
enter into Executive Session.  The motion was passed by unanimous voice vote of the 
Committee. 

 
The Committee entered into Executive Session at 6:08 p.m. and returned at 6:45 p.m.  
 
Mr. D. Mark Stokes, Berkeley County Attorney, stated Berkeley County Council went 

into Executive Session to discuss matters as previously stated in the motion; no formal action 
was taken. 

 
Chairman Farley read the first item on the agenda Pam Powell, Administrative Services 

Director, Re: Approval of additional budget items. 
 
Ms. Powell stated to the Committee two items were omitted from the Emergency 911 

budget for this fiscal year 2001-2002.  She indicated they were not able to get approval from the 
State Budget and Control Board prior to the budget close out.  The items are:  

 
ANI GESTER, a decoder unit that allows law enforcement and emergency service to use 

their radio help buttons; which will allow the telecommunicators to have the ability to locate 
them.  The cost of this item is $2,609. 

 
Two (2) – 800 MHz Radios, these will be used for cross-communication with 

neighboring counties.  The cost of these items is $6,143.   
 
Mr. Rozier explained to the Committee the money was already in the 911 budget for 

these items and would come from 911 subscriber fees. 
 
It was moved by Council Member Spooner and seconded by Council Member 

Richardson to approve the ANI Gester for $2,609, and two (2) – 800 MHz Radios at $6,143 for 
Emergency 911.  The motion was passed by unanimous voice vote of the Committee. 

 
Next on the agenda was:  
 
B. Elizabeth Harper, Chief Magistrate, Re: Additional Funds for Department. 
 
Judge Harper stated the first item was an upgrade for Judge Paula F. Lewis.  She 

explained when one becomes a magistrate they are required to be certified.  Judge Lewis is now 
certified and the requested salary is an increase of $1,169. 

 
It was moved by Council Member Vaughn and seconded by Council Member Spooner to 

approve the salary increase for Judge Paula F. Lewis in the amount of $1,169.     
 
During the debate period Council Member Crosby stated, “by law he understands this has 

to be done, but if it were where he could vote yes or no on the issue he would vote no.  This 
makes the local government responsible for money, and it isn’t fair on our part.” 
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The motion was passed by unanimous voice vote of the Committee. 

 
 Judge Harper explained the next item was salary for the recently appointed magistrate 
Ava Hawkins-Ayers. 
 
 Council Member Crosby indicated he had spoken with the Senators for Berkeley County 
and explained his views on the issue.  Council Member Crosby stressed the County’s Budget 
was, “cut to the bone as it stands, and to have to fund a State Mandated magistrate’s position is 
wrong.”   
 
 It was moved by Council Member Davis and seconded by Council Member Richardson 
to approve the salary for Magistrate Ava Hawkins-Ayers.  The motion was passed by voice vote 
of the Committee.   Council Member Vaughn voted “Nay.” 
 
 C. Mary P. Brown, Berkeley County Clerk of Court, Re: Additional personnel. 
 
 Ms. Sonovia Ancrum represented Mary P. Brown.  Ms. Ancrum read the request from the 
Clerk to use $19,605 of the personnel budget to hire a full-time bailiff.  The monies will transfer 
from the temporary/part-time bailiff funds. 
 
 It was moved by Council Member Vaughn and seconded by Council Member Crosby to 
approve the transfer of funds for a full-time bailiff in the amount of $19,605.  The motion was 
passed by unanimous voice vote of the Committee.  
 
 D. H. Wayne DeWitt, Berkeley County Sheriff, Re: Transfer of Funds within the 
Department. 
 
 Sheriff DeWitt addressed the Committee stating he had three items on the agenda.  First 
item, a line item transfer request.  This would be to replace a 2000 Crown Victoria, which was 
involved in an accident in June 2001.  The insurance company totaled the vehicle and issued a 
check to Berkeley County in the amount of $17,190.  The cost to replace the vehicle would be 
$20,452; hence, the requested transfer of $4,500.  Most of the equipment from the totaled car can 
be salvaged to use on the replacement vehicle. 
 
 It was moved by Council Member Crosby and seconded by Council Member Vaughn to 
approve the line item transfer of $4,500.  The motion was passed by unanimous voice vote of the 
Committee. 
 
 Sheriff DeWitt reported the request for the Sally Port Gate repairs was handled through 
an emergency requisition. 
 
 Mr. Rozier stated to the Committee this issue was of great concern due to transporting 
prisoners.  Therefore, he authorized an emergency requisition.  He requested the Committee’s 
support on this matter.  He stated the funds for this would come from contingency.  
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 It was moved by Council Member Vaughn and seconded by Council Member Crosby to 
approve $3,816 to repair the Sally Port gate at the County Jail.  The motion was passed by 
unanimous voice vote of the Committee. 
 
 The next item from Sheriff DeWitt was request of funds from contingency to repair the 
fire alarm system at the Detention Center.  Sheriff DeWitt explained to the Committee on July 
16, 2001 the Fire Marshall inspected the detention center and they were sited in several areas for 
the alarm system being inadequate and not meeting NFPA regulations.  Sheriff DeWitt indicated 
in that March they obtained a quote from L&S Electronics to update the existing system.  The 
quote was in the amount of $37,327.  He stated he could decrease this amount and do the repairs 
in phases.  Therefore, at the current time he is requesting $10,000. 
 
 It was moved by Council Member Crosby and seconded by Council Member Pinckney to 
approve $10,000 for fire alarm repairs at the Detention Center.  The motion was passed by 
unanimous voice vote of the Committee. 
 
 E. Rembert Wrenn, Fire Commissioner, Re: Fire Fees. 
 
 Mr. Wrenn welcomed Mr. Rozier back.  He went on to say he was there to represent the 
26 rural fire departments of Berkeley County.  He stated there had not been an increase in fire 
fees in five and one half years.  The departments need trucks, personnel, training, equipment and 
safety equipment in order to stay within ISO and NFPA regulations.  There are approximately 
600 volunteer firemen in Berkeley County.  Mr. Wrenn requested the Committee’s support of a 
fire fee increase of $25 per resident, effecting any structure from 1-5000 square feet, which will 
increase the fire fee from $50 to $75 annually.  Mr. Wrenn explained the square foot requirement 
is a change from the previous years when it was 1-3000 square feet.  Therefore, the County 
Ordinance will need to be amended.  It was explained the Advisory Board had new members, 
hence the delay in getting this request before the Committee.   
 
 Mr. Rozier, stated if the increase was a to be passed the Committee needed to act quickly 
in order for the Ordinance to have third reading before the tax bills go out this year. 
 
 Council Member Crosby’s expressed his concern that the increase would not be 
significant enough to help the smaller fire departments, and the larger departments would have 
an over abundance of funds. 
 
 Mr. Wrenn explained these small increases would allow for the smaller fire departments 
to have the ability to make payments on the equipment they currently can not afford. 
 
 Council Member Richardson indicated he would like to see some goals that will be 
accomplished from the increase.   
 
 Council Member Pinckney asked what is the highest and the lowest ISO rating in the 
County? 
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 Mr. Wrenn responded the highest was nine (9) and the lowest being a four (4). (ISO 
ratings range from 1 to 10, Class 10 indicates less than minimum recognized protection, Class 1 
represents the best public protection)  Goose Creek and Pine Ridge Fire departments are fours.  
There are some departments with a six and an eight, with the remaining having a rating of nine.  
Mr. Wrenn indicated that with many of the rural areas getting water systems makes the ratings 
decrease.  Also, the increase in fees would allow for more equipment, which in turn will assist in 
decreasing the ratings. 
 
 It was moved by Council Member Vaughn and seconded by Council Member Davis to 
send the increase of fire fees of $25 forward to first reading.  The motion was passed by 
unanimous voice vote of the Committee. 
 
 It was moved by Council Member Vaughn and seconded by Council Member Davis to 
adjourn the Justice and Public Safety Committee.  The motion was passed by unanimous voice 
vote of the Committee. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 7:43 p.m.   
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COMMITTEE ON JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY 

(Standing Committee of Berkeley County Council) 

 
Chairman: Mr. Milton Farley, District No. 1 
  
Members: Mrs. Judith K. Spooner, District No. 2 
  Mr. William E. Crosby, District No. 3 
  Mr. Charles E. Davis, District No. 4 
  Mr. Steve M. Vaughn, District No. 5 
  Mrs. Judy C. Mims, District No. 6 
  Mr. Caldwell Pinckney, Jr. District No. 7 
  Mr. Henry L. Richardson, Jr., District No. 8 

   Mr. James H. Rozier, Jr., Supervisor, ex officio 
 

 There will be a Meeting of the COMMITTEE ON JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY, 
Standing Committee of Berkeley County Council, on Monday August 13, 2001, in the Assembly 
Room, Berkeley County Office Building, 223 N. Live Oak Drive, Moncks Corner, South 
Carolina, at 6:00 p.m. 
 

AGENDA 

 
 EXECUTIVE SESSION to discuss matters relating to the receipt of legal advice where 
the legal advice relates to the discussion of employment, appointment, compensation, promotion, 
demotion, discipline, or release of an employee, a student, or a person regulated by a public body 
or the appointment of a person to a public body. 
 
 
A. Pam Powell, Administrative Services Director, Re: Approval of additional budget items.   
 
B. Elizabeth Harper, Chief Magistrate, Re:  
 1. Additional funds for Department.  
  a. Upgrade of magistrate’s position.  
  b. Additional magistrate’s position.  
  c. Service paper fees for Constables 2001-2001 budget.  

C. Mary P. Brown, Berkeley County Clerk of Court, Re:  Additional personnel.  

D. H. Wayne DeWitt, Berkeley County Sheriff, Re:  
 1. Transfer of funds within Department. 
 2. Additional funds for Department: 
  a.  Repair exit gate on Sally Port. 
  b. Replace fire alarm. 
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E. Rembert Wrenn, Fire Commissioner, Re: Fire Fees.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
August 8, 2001 
S/Barbara B. Austin 
Clerk of County Council 
 


